EXCERPTS FROM RECENT REVIEWS OF Cardinal Mahony: A Novel
Cardinal Mahony is a special New Year's present from Robert Blair Kaiser, a surprising gift, a comic novel about American Catholicism becoming a people's church, arriving just in time to cheer up all of us who had almost given up hope. Frankly, when I first heard of the book, I was quite suspicious: Kaiser didn' have any track record for fiction and it seemed late in the day for him to compete with Cervantes or Trollope. But he knows how to tell a tall story, and use the knowledge of the church that he's gained through years of close study.

Kaiser mixes real people and facts with imaginary characters and unlikely events: the result is entertaining and insightful. Drawing on an insider's knowledge of Catholicism, sharpened by a keen sense of humor, the book deals with the sex-abuse scandal and cover-up, women's liberation in the church, and the near-total submissiveness of US bishops to Roman bureaucracy.

Kaiser doesn’t intend to indict a real cardinal. He tries to make us laugh and think at the same time. He succeeds, and I'm jealous.                JOSEPH CUNNEEN, “American Catholic”

+++

Kaiser’s new book is a thoroughly modern thriller – also called reality fiction – so modern, in fact, blending presently living, well-known characters with perfectly plausible imaginary ones, that in reading one is drawn into it, to the point that periodically, you must look up and remind yourself that none of this has happened yet. But the plot is all so vibrant and factually accurate that it becomes plausible and even logical.

In this witty, fast-paced adventure story we see Mahony coming to realize he can change the Church of the Powerful into the Church of the People. And it all rings true – from the difficult, sometimes humiliating process of learning to listen to the not powerful but wise, to the two- and three-faced clerics with whom he must interact, to the Machiavellian methods everyone uses to achieve their ends. Finally, there is a surprise ending that almost reduced me to tears, and the promise of a sequel.   CHRISTINE M. ROUSSEL, “ARCC Light”

I didn’t expect to like Cardinal Mahony: A Novel, or even read it. I guessed it would be just another diatribe against the hierarchy. I was wrong. On a recent airline flight I was caught with nothing else to read, so I thought I would give Cardinal Mahony a try. From the first page I was hooked and couldn’t put the book down.

I couldn’t help wonder what the real Cardinal Mahony might think if he read it. I’d like to think that instead of putting him on the defensive, it would spark his imagination of how an ideal church would look. Cardinal Mahony puts Cardinal Mahony in a very good light. It calls him and us to be our best selves in a church worthy of her founder.


SUSAN VOGT, VOTF’s “In the Vineyard”

FROM AUSTRALIA

This is a rollicking good tale by the esteemed American Catholic journalist and writer Robert Blair Kaiser. It’s a sort of cross between a Morris West novel – with its superb understanding of Catholic Church culture and politics – and a Tom Clancy action thriller. 

West went to some trouble to disguise the identity of the people his characters were based on. Kaiser does not need to do that. His central character, Cardinal Roger Mahony, is in fact the present archbishop of Los Angeles – and a guy not exactly enjoying the best press at this moment. Most readers will not warm to him in the opening chapters of Kaiser’s novel. By the end of the book though, they will warm to him considerably. Mahony in a sense  ends up as an Oscar Romero-type hero. 

This novel has pace, it has action and above all, it has a point. I suspect this novel – perhaps like the novels by Morris West – might achieve more than a thousand homilies, papal encyclicals and serious commentaries that are endlessly dissecting the problems of the Catholic Church. Kaiser paints a picure of a different kind of leadership, a leadership that will have no fear in facing their final judgment. This is a leadership that great masses of ordinary people might be able to identify with again. This is a leadership that both tells the truth and is not afraid to face the truth.

This book will also annoy the hell out of those who think the Church is headed in the right direction as it sinks toward Remnant status. Let us hope it does finally annoy “the hell” out of them, enough to realise that the present direction is a one-way ticket to oblivion. 

BRIAN COYNE editor and publisher of Catholica Australia.

CUSTOMER REVIEWS IN AMAZON.COM

5.0 out of 5 stars Cardinal Mahony Would Love This Book, January 15, 2008

James E. O'Leary (Corpus Christi, Texas USA) - 

At first I worried that this great novel would not get the attention it deserved because it seemed to appeal to Catholic insiders but after a second reading, I think it will sell. The characters, dialogue, plot are all too good not to ring the bells. It is true that every Catholic you ever heard of is in here including the pope and including my own Catholic hero, Michael Moore.

You will read it straight through whether you give a hoot about the Catholic Church or not. But if you do care about the Church, which to some eyes, seems on its last legs, you will see it doesn't have to die a sudden or lingering death. One good thing about the book is that it makes out the Church and its hierarchy to be worse than it is, and the book proves that even at that, the Church is well worth saving, in fact, one of the world's last best hopes.

5.0 out of 5 stars An exciting Wishful Adventure, November 21, 2007

John Chuchman "poetman" (Central Lake, MI) - 

Could not put it down; read it all in one sitting! Kaiser has put our hopes and dreams into a wonderful new adventure with a basis in FACT! A must must read for all.

5.0 out of 5 stars Cardinal's Lawyer Speaks From The Grave, November 30, 2007

E. Paul Kelly "Paul" (Longmont, CO USA) - 

Cardinal Mahony's lawyer in the novel is Paul Kelly. I am he. When Kaiser, a close friend, sent me an inscribed copy of the book in late October, it was forwarded from our old home in Maine to the new one in Longmont, CO. I sent him this email:

Had a startling. Over "Cardinal Mahony: A Novel." It was in our mail being held when we picked it all up the other day. Jean was excited, "What a great gift. Now you've got something to read while we settle in."

"No need. Read it already, several times, in MS,"was the evasion. Yesterday, with her out shopping, Kevin lugging boxes from our garage, myself exhausted but refusing to nap, I picked it up. The cover was charming. It said so much - to one familiar with the MS -- but also contained an invitation to handle the book, ripple its pages, show surprise at its thickness, when compared to an OFFICE WORD 2007 file on the laptop/notebook screen. Turning the pages was a sensation barred to all my reading before from the monitor alone, with no physical activity for input, other than opening and closing the file, when too tired to go further. Now, I had a book in my hand. It contained pages with words on them in a font so different from the computer file version. I could touch them, turn them, and instead of dog-earing a corner to mark my place, use the card you so thoughtfully enclosed. And I sat down and began to read. It was different, so different that the MS disappeared from memory and I was reading an excellent novel for the very first time. I wish I could write more clearly about my emotions when curdled up with your "Cardinal Mahony." It was a new, a brand new experience. Instead of rushing the reading, I did the unusual for me: I took it slowly, stopped to think of what Juanita had just said, smiled at attorney Kelly's bafflement, put the book down on my lap and just sat there and thought that I was in that little courtroom experiencing the whole thing. And, Kaiser, I wasn't going to read it at all, just put it up on a shelf as a trophy from a friend. Mistakenly, I had thought that I knew that book from emails between us. Actually, it was all new and interesting and fascinating and it goes with me wherever I go, from the recliner in the living room to this chair in my study, in the car when Jean needs company on investigating how Longmont is laid out and while she's in a supermarket shopping.

So, more than just a perfunctory Thank You for the book, politely. I love it and your thoughtfulness in sending it with your inscription. It is a treasure.

5.0 out of 5 stars Let's Think Outside the Box!, November 28, 2007

Theresa Padovano (Morris Plains, NJ) - 

What a delightful read! This mix of fact and fantasy keeps you reading as you try to figure the names of the real "characters" in the tragic story line in the Church today. Kaisers characterizations were right on target. We all need a little humor and thinking outside the box during these dark days and this book might just be the right medicine for what ails us.

5.0 out of 5 stars This Book Is Much More Than a Novel, November 27, 2007

Frank J. Douglas (Tucson, AZ United States) - 

Robert Blair Kaiser has written a new and exciting book that is a blueprint for reforming the Roman Catholic Church right here in America. The book is also a textbook about church history. It also addresses all the key hot-button issues many reformers and Catholics in general struggle with: papal authority, sex (mais oui!), the church's culture of secrecy, the priesthood, married priests, women priests, foreign priests whose sermons you can't understand, nuns who administer priestless parishes, closing parishes, ownership of parishes, canon law, the election of bishops by the people they will be serving, and on and on.

The great thing about this blueprint for reform/church history/compendium of hot issues book is that it is disguised as a novel that's fun to read. Author Eugene Kennedy rightfully calls it a "mesmerizing work."

5.0 out of 5 stars CARDINAL MAHONY, A Novel, November 16, 2007

Eva R. Weber "Justice in the Church" (San Rafael, California) - 

What a captivating read! Wishful thinking? Of course not, although I never had expected to find courage for church reform in a novel. However, in order to clean up the horrific scandals the Church gives to the world, we will have to step up and take action. In the story of CARDINAL MAHONY, a Novel, by Robert Blair Kaiser, answers are given chapter and verse, as the plot unfolds. What ought to happen is the following: We do not need kidnapping as we have Canon law.

1. This work by Robert Blair Kaiser should be compulsory reading for all students in Catholic colleges and universities, because they are hopefully going to be the future leaders of integrity for the faithful.

2. It should be required reading for all adult Catholics, who have become demoralized and discouraged. They will find hope in Kaiser's book. But most importantly, all the faithful people who are in denial about the abysmally evil deeds done by the clerical leadership need to read this. "You cannot change what you don't acknowledge." You do not want to become complicit by denial, and distortion of documented facts, or silent consent, do you?

3. Where are the charismatic leaders among the faithful, to sacrifice their time and effort; to claim the rights and live up to their baptismal responsibilties, by implementing the canons provided in this book? Catholic organizations have to make common cause with the help of this book, standing on those canon laws. There is strength in numbers to restore credibility to our beloved church Jesus founded.

4. With the laity taking the lead, hopefully, the partially coward and partially corrupt hierarchy will have a real conversion of spirit. Reform has always come from the bottom up, not from the top down. Just brush up on Church history.

5.0 out of 5 stars Cardinal Mahony, November 27, 2007

Rev/ Patrick W. Collins  (Douglas MI) 

Last week I had the pleasure of reading the new novel by Robert Blair Kaiser called "Cardinal Mahony." What an ingenius combination of fact and fantasy! Knowing the story and the players as part of the post-Vatican II period of reform and renewal made it seem like I was "inside" the evolving narrative. Masterful and enjoyable. Kaiser throws back the covers on the corruption in the Roman Catholic Church systems of power yet offers signs of hope. Bravo!

4.0 out of 5 stars s Suspenseful -- with hope, November 26, 2007

Tom Rook (Los Angeles) - 

I recommend this novel as a suspenseful look at what changes -- and challenges -- the church is going through today -- with a creative insight at what might be -- if -- we could involve someone who has power.

It is idealistic, with a view of the realistic -- showing how things can be changed -- if we will justfind a way to open communication between the various different "loyalties" that come into conflict. For those of us who desire change -- yet want traditions to continue in some way, it is a bittersweet story.

5.0 out of 5 stars A powerful vision by a rip-roaring storyteller, December 31, 2007

Maryellen O. Brien (Chicago)

Kaiser has done it again--written a great story--but this time he's successfully crossed the gap between a career writing non-fiction into his first novel, albeit a so-called "reality novel," with aplomb. Kaiser knows the inner landscape of the Catholic Church like the back of his hand as a former Jesuit and lifelong religion correspondent for the big leagues. Despite all the dysfunction and hierarchical mayhem in the church, he retains hope for change and renewal for the American Church. That's far more than many can muster. That vision is presented in this novel in which he boldly bases the lead character on a living American cardinal. Let's hope this is prophetic and is a harbinger of a real Romero-like conversion for a cardinal! At this stage of his writing career Kaiser can afford to take risks like this and not worry about the political upset this novel might be to the very power structure he takes on. All that, and it's a very intriguing premise, well told, that should get tongues wagging. Kaiser's on a mission for change in the American Church and this novel is a key component to his vision for a new and very local kind of power in the American Church, one that puts that power back in the hands of the people, who are the church. More power to him for the boldness to tell this story!

A Handbook For Taking Back the US Catholic Church , Jan 14 2008

Catherine Berry Stidsen (Ontario, Canada) -  

Robert Blair Kaiser calls this excellent book a "novel". It is that, surely, and a thriller as well. But above all, in my estimation, it is a handbook for how US Catholics can make their church both American and catholic. Please note the small c.

What does touch me more than anything else is his hope and dreams for a church leadershp that is aggressively accountable to the people. In these days when the diminishment of accountability for anything seems to be the norm, I am encouraged to see the part that this plays in Kaiser's own agenda and that of many others who are true re-formers.

5.0 out of 5 stars Yes, An American Church!, November 29, 2007

Peter A. Davey (Danville, Ca USA) -  

Robert Blair Kaiser's provocative first novel builds further on thoughts expressed in his last book: A Church in Search of Itself- Benedict XVI And The Battle for The Future.

Do not despair, folks, but be full of hope; our beloved Church is sick. Here is the formula for a much needed repair. "Who is going to save our Church? Not our bishops, not our priests and religious. It is up to you, the people". So stated Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen - 1972.

5.0 out of 5 stars CARDINAL MAHONY, January 15, 2008

James P. Mehen "JIMMY" (FLAGSTAFF) - 

A fast read. Held my attention throughout. Kaiser weaves fact, fiction and his vision (not well hidden) for the direction of the Catholic Church in the USA. He makes his points through the use of the story. This is a first novel for this author and he succeeds mightily transitioning from journalist to fiction writer. Can't wait to see if he follows with a sequel.

